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rendering road services in the mountains, on the Georgian Military
Highway. The rebels seized the entire highway. The uprising lasted
several months and was crushed only after troops had been called in
from the Caucasian fortifications.

The methods used to quell the uprising can be judged from the
instructions given to the army commanders, who ware told "to be ruth-
less, to hack with sword and bayonet, burn down the villages, abandon
all thought of mercy to the villains and' barbarians*"

A peasant uprising which broke out in 1809 in South Ossetia last-
ed a whole year. But the most formidable uprising was that which
took place in Kaklietia in 1812-1813. Here the peasants were compelled
to supply cattle, carts and men for the army transport system. This
completely disorganized their farming. A terrible famine and the
plague filled the cup of the peasants' misery.

The uprising broke out in January 1812 in the village of Akhmeti,
Telav district. The peasants rose up to a man in response to the tocsin
which served as a signal. Within a few days the uprising had spread to
three districts. "Better death than such 3, life" was the slogan of the
rebels.

Two weeks later the uprising was crushed, but in the autumn of
1812 it flared up again and was put down with difficulty only in 1813.

30. THE PEOPLES OF THE VOLGA, BASHKIRIA AND SIBERIA IN
THE FIRST QUARTER OF THE 19TH CENTURY

The Peoples of the Volga. The -Russian landlords who had
firmly entrenched themselves on the Middle Volga as well as the native
landlords from among the Christianized inurzi (Tatar nobles) and
princes continued to seize the black-earth lands of the local peasants
in the forest and steppe districts. The Chuvashes and the Mari were trans-
ferred to the woodland districts. The Tatars and the Mordvinians were
driven into the steppe, where land was still being settled. The peasants
were dispossessed of the best lands lying on the banks of the rivers.
Under the "general demarcation act33 of 1765 the land of the local peas*
ants was allocated to Russian landlord-colonizers. In numerous peti-
tions to the governor of Kazan the Tatar, Chuvash and Mari peasants
complained of encroachments on their pastures, meadows and plough-
land.

Forcible conversion of the Volga peoples to Christianity had be-
gun in the second half of the 18th century. Sometimes the tsarist author-
ities would drive entire villages of Chuvashes and Mordvinians down
4to the river and baptize them en masse. Sometimes they would be tempt-
ed with presents, each convert receiving a cross, a ruble and a white
shirt. The unchristened Tatar murzi and sultans, were deprived of their
serfs by.-a special order of the government.